PASSED BY R.A.F. CENSOR 


The postal history of the RAF type R1 censor handstamp 1939-1941 


The aim of this one-frame exhibit is to show the usage of the RAF type R1 censor, the 
earliest widespread RAF censor handstamp during WWI. The R1 censor was in general 
use from early September 1939 up to December 1940, In Gibraltar it also had a second 
period of usage which lasted until November 1941. The exhibit presents the usage of the R1 
censor geographically, and of the 14 countries where it was in general use, 13 are included in 
this exhibit. Only the very rare R1 censor from Hong Kong is missing. R1 items from France 
and Egypt are relatively common while items from the U.K., Aden, Iraq and Singapore are 
more unusual. R1 items from Gibraltar, Malta, Palestine, Transjordan, Kenya, Sudan 
and Ceylon are all scarce or rare. The recorded dates for the different censor 
handstamps presented within the exhibit are taken from the “Censorship in the Royal Air 
Force 1918-1956” handbook, 2nd edition, by N. Colley, W. Garrard and I. Muchall (2015). 


Plan ] 
1. Western Europe 


a. France 2-4 
b. United Kingdom 5 

2. The Mediterranean 

a. Egypt 6-7 
b. Cb altai 8-9 
c. Malta 9 

3. The Middle East 

a. Aden 10 

b. Iraq 10-11 
c. Palestine 12-13 
d. Transjordan 1 

4. Africa 

a. Kenya 14 

b. Sudan less 

5. The Far East 

a. Ceylon 16 

b. Singapore 16 
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1. Western Europe 





a. France September 1939 - June 1940 


















Of all the countries and 
territories where the type 
R1 censor was utilized, 
France is where it found 
its most widespread use. 
More than 75 different R1 
censor h/s numbers are 
recorded from France, 
compared to 24 recorded 
numbers from Egypt and 
16 from the Far East. 


The build up of RAF units in France was not as quick as initially planned and not that much mail was 
sent during September 1939. The R1 No 103 h/s on this free mail letter p/m 30/9 1939 shows earlier use than 
the recorded period 2/10 1939-8/6 1940. FPO 30 is thought to have been located at Nantes 18/9 1939-30/6 1940. 


1. Western Europe 





a. France September 1939 - June 1940 
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Also during October 1939 RAF mail from France was relatively sparse. This free mail letter, with an R1 No 
108 censor h/s, recorded 11/9 1939-17/3 1940, was sent back to the U.K. and put into the civilian postal 
system with a London 14/10 1939 Official Paid machine p/m, often seen on this type of mail. 
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This free mail letter p/m 20/11 1939, sent to the town of Lille close to the Belgian border, shows an un- 
usual form of inter-service censorship. First struck with an RAF R1 censor h/s, it was then examined by a 
base censor, applying a censor label and an Army No 212 h/s and obliterating the FPO and R1 h/s numbers. 


1. Western Europe 





a. France September 1939 - June 1940 
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The R1 No 178 h/s is recorded between 12/12 1939-June 1940 and is seen here on a letter sent 
via the Royal Navy , hence the “RECEIVED FROM H.M. SHIPS” h/s. The letter was also 
p/m London 6/3 1940 before being sent onward to the addressee in Hollywood, U.S.A. 


wall "oee — Sea = \ 


, ee 

ASMA > ESR [E ZRA ae al 

l 23 Mig. BH DIEN DA OTT OWLS OA NSS ZB ILL 
CFO LL 


fo 


CAIA w 
ias 





ee 





A very rare exception from RAF usage of type R1 in France during 1939-1940 is type R26. 
Three items are recorded from Perpignan between 21/2-12/3 1940 but here is a fourth item, 
postmarked 23/3 1940, later than the earlier known. It is believed that type R26 was used 
at an airfield where Fairey Battle bomber crews were sent to practice night flying training. 


1. Western Europe 





b. United Kingdom February 1940 - May 1940 





PASSED BY 
R., A.F. 
i CENSOR 


Ne 229 












{ 





The only RAF censorship in the United Kingdom before the Dunkirk evacuation 
appeared in northern Scotland from early February 1940. The R1 No 229 h/s is 
recorded from 9/2-7/5 1940 but was in use at least already from 3/2 1940 as can 
be seen here. This 112d. domestic rate letter (up to 2 oz) is postmarked Wick, 
close to the Orkney Islands and the large Scapa Flow naval base. 
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On 1/5 1940 the domestic letter rate (up to 2 oz) was increased to 2 12d. and this letter, p/m Invergordon 
9/5 1940 is an early example of the new rate, carrying two of the newly issued stamp centenary stamps. 
The R1 No 189 censor h/s, recorded 20/1-22/5 1940, was by this time in its last month of use as this 
censorship period ended in May 1940. The letter has also been opened and resealed with a censor label. 


2. The Mediterranean 





a. Egypt September 1939 - December 1940 
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were granted a concession rate of 10 mills for normal letters up to 20 gram to the U.K. 
and Ireland and a special red Egyptian Army Post stamp was used for this purpose. 





S but 
is seen here with a Heliopolis p/m as early as 20/9 1939. This 15 mills surface rate letter 
(up to 20 gram) also has an unusual civilian early wartime “POSTAL CENSORSHIP” h/s. 


2. The Mediterranean 


a. Egypt September 1939 - December 1940 
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Another example of the R1 No 2 h/s and M.P.O. 603 p/m, here on an air mail letter p/m 4/1 1940 
and sent to the U.K. Egyptian stamps were often used together with the 10 mills red Army Post 
stamp to pay for the air mail surcharge, in this case 60 mills for the 11-20 gram weight interval. 





2. The Mediterranean 





b. Gibraltar December 1939 - July 1940 


Four R1 censor h/s 
numbers are record- 
ed from Gibraltar. 
The R1 No 12 h/s is 
recorded between 
28/12 1939-15/2 
















1940, but as these ae 
two air mail letters |+ ee, db HER ANE 
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respondence show, 

it was in use at least 
from 22/12 1939 

and up to 5/3 1940. 


On 22/12 1939 the 
air mail rate for 
letters up to 1/2 oz 
addressed to the 
U.K. was 4 d. but .. 


. on 30/1 1940 this 
air mail rate was 
increased to 5 d. 
so this letter is 
overpaid with 1 d. 
It was not until 
2/12 1940 that the 
air mail rate was 
increased again, 
this time to 6 d. 





2. The Mediterranean 





b. Gibraltar January 1941 - November 1941 
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The R1 censor h/s was reintroduced in Gibraltar in J anuary 1941, EE due to loss at sea of 

replacement R9 censor h/s. This 6 d. airmail rate letter (up to 1/2 oz), p/m 8/11 1941, has an R1 
No 40 h/s from its last month of use (recorded 30/1-22/11 1941) The small anchor in the FPO 
475 p/m (Gibraltar 30/9 1940-8/12 1957) pointed left or right to indicate a.m. or p.m. posting. 


c. Malta September 1939 - September 1940 
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This 112d. Maltese Imperial surface rate letter (up to 1/2 oz) is p/m with a dumb postmark, 
probably from a reversed datestamp handle, and carries a an R1 No 38 h/s, recorded 30/9 
1939-21/5 1940. On 7/8 1940 free postage was introduced for Maltese military personnel 
for letters up to 2 oz. to the United Kingdom, British Empire, Egypt and Egyptian Sudan. 


3. The Middle East 





a. Aden October 1939 - August 1940 
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Most wartime RAF mail from Aden is p/m Aden or Khormaksar but this free mail letter with an R1 No 75 


h/s (recorded 5/12 -17/12 1939) was sent via the Royal Navy and is p/m 21/12 1939 on arrival in London: 


b. Iraq February 1940 - August 1940 
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The Ri No 53 b/s is the only Iraqi R1 censor h/s recorded from Basra (8/4-29/5 1940) 
and this 40 fils air mail rate letter (up to 10 gram) p/m 27/5 1940 is a very late example 
of this particular censor number. It was probably flown by BOAC, to Southhampton or 
Shoreham from Basra, where the Empire route crossed Iraq from Australia to the U.K. 
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3. The Middle East 





b. Iraq February 1940 - August 1940 
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The R1 No 55 censor h/s is recorded between 23/2-16/5 1940 from Habbaniya. This 
30 fils air mail rate letter (up to 10 gram) to India is however p/m as late as 5/6 1940. It 
was flown on the Empire route by BOAC from Baghdad to Karachi via Basra and Bahrain. 
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The R1 No 49 censor h/s is previously unrecorded but was also in use at Habbaniya. 
Unfortunately the date in the postmark is not readable, but this 40 fils air mail rate 
letter (up to 10 gram) was sent earlier than 12/6 1940, when the air mail rate to the 
U.K. via the so called “Horseshoe route” to South Africa was increased to 70 fils. 
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3. The Middle East 





c. Palestine September 1939 - September 1940 
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Four different R1 censor numbers are recorded from Palestine. The R1 No 10 
censor h/s is recorded between 29/12 1939-6/4 1940 from Jerusalem but 
was used here at least from 26/10 1939 as can be seen on this 30 mills 
air mail rate letter (up to 10 gram). It was flown by the Italian airline 
Ala Littoria to Paris and then by BOAC or Air France to London. 
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The R1 No 17 censor h/s is recorded from Sarafand between 28/9 1939-15/12 
1939. It is seen here on a 4/12 1939 3 mills overseas printed matter rate 
letter (up to 50 gram) sent by surface mail to the U.K. 
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3. the Middle East 





c. Palestine September 1939 - September 1940 
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[Up to three letters 
coin or valuables. It cannot be accepted this ee but thes 


for registration. 
Nore :— 

Correspondence in this envelope need 
not be censored Regimentally. The 
contents are liable to examination at the 
Base. 


The following Certificate must be 
signed by the writer :— 


I certify on my honour that the con- 
tents of this envelope 


Signature ; 


Name only 


~The | R1 No 4 censor h/s; IS E from Haifa 14- 15/5 1940 but is seen here with a May 1940 
FPO 121 p/m (Jerusalem 5/4 1940-20/4 1941). The 25 mills air mail rate (up to 10 gram) Honour 
cover was flown by KLM to Naples as the route to London via Amsterdam was closed by the war. 


d. Transjordan September 1939 - April 1940 





The R1 No 4 censor h/s is also recorded from Transjordan, 17/9 1939-5/2 1940, but was used 
here at least up to 12/2 1940 as shown by this 30 mils air mail rate letter (up to 10 gram). 
Transjordan had no airline service so this letter was most likely sent by surface mail to 
Palestine, then flown by Ala Littoria to Paris and by BOAC or Air France to London. 
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4. Africa 





a. Kenya October 1939 - September 1940 
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The R1 No 23 censor h/s is one of three numbers recorded from Kenya. No 23 is recorded from 
Nairobi between 4/10 1939-9/7 1940, so this air mail letter p/m 10/10 1939 is an early example 
of R1 censorship from Kenya. The letter was flown to South Africa on the Empire route by 
Imperial Airways, from Mombasa to Durban via Dar es Salaam, Mozambique, Beira and 
Lourenço Marques. As the rate was 1Sh. 30c. (up to 1/2 ounce) it was overpaid with 5c. 
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Another example of the R1 No 23 censor from Nairobi, this time struck in red instead of purple 
ink. This 15/3 1940 1Sh. 30c. (up to 1/2 ounce) air mail rate letter addressed to the U.K. was 
flown by BOAC northwards on the Empire route from Mombasa to Southampton or 
Shoreham via Juba, Khartoum, Wadi Halfa, Cairo, Alexandria and Marseilles. 
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4. Africa 





b. Sudan September 1939 - September 1940 
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Five R1 censor h/s numbers are recorded from Sudan, one of which is No 13, recorded 
22/9 1939-20/5 1940 from Khartoum. It is seen here on a postcard p/m 12/1 1940, 
addressed to the U.K. and franked at the correct 10 mills rate. 





Another example of the R1 No 13 b/s, here in blue instead of purple ink, p/m 19/1 1940, 
just a week later than the postcard above. This 45 mills air mail rate letter (up to 10 
gram) was flown by BOAC on the Empire route from Khartoum to Southampton 
or Shoreham via Wadi Halfa, Cairo, Alexandria and Marseilles. 


5. The Far East 


a. Ceylon October 1939 - July 1940 
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The R1 No 88 censor h/s is the only number recorded from Ceylon but No 83 was also 
used here. This 1 rupee airmail rate letter (up to 1/2 oz) is p/m China Bay 11/12 1939. It was 
flown from Colombo to Karachi by TATA and then by BOAC to the U.K. on the Empire route 


b. Singapore September 1939 - November 1940 
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The R1 No 79 censor h/s is recorded between 18/9 1939-4/7 1940 with 
Singapore civilian postmarks but is like most other censor h/s from Singapore 
often seen with military FPO S.P. 501 postmarks. The 55 cent airmail rate letter 
(up to 1/2 oz) p/m 23/4 1940 was flown by BOAC to the U.K. on the Empire route 
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